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The Aaron Wills House _

Near Centreton, Westhampton Township
Burlington County, New Jersey

Ovner: (and occupant) Frank MeIllvaine (1940)

Dates of Erection: 1682-1700, and rebuilt 1786

Architect: Unlthown

" Builders; {1) John Wills (1660-1746) and

(2) Aaron Wills (1734-~1805)
Present Condition: Original, very well preserved

Number of Stories: Two, with cellar and garret, also
a one story leanto

Materials of Construction:

Foundatlion ~ stone to grade line

Exterior walls ~ brick for the house, frame
for the leanto

Interior walls ~ plaster on brick or on
lath on studding

Chimneys ~ brick, one bullt into inslde of
each gable end wzll, on the ridge line

Hoof = gable, wood shingled; porch not
original

Historical Datay

The identification of this composite house
has been made by search of contemporary records of the
title and of the family of Wills 28 follows:

By deed of 22 January 1676/7, William Penn,
Gawen ITawrie, Nicholas Lucas, and Edward Blllinge
conveyed to William Biddle of Bishopsgate St., London, .
shoemalker, Thomas Ollive of Wellingsborough, Northempton
County, haberdasher, and Daniel Wills of the town and
County of Northampton, practioner in chymestry, one -
share of West New Jersey.(a) Two of these grantees,

(a) W,J. Archives, Vol. 21, ppe 441 and 350,
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Thomas 0llive and Daniel Wills, with seven others,
were sent from London by the Proprletors of West
New Jersey as commissioners to purchase the lands
from the Indians, to order lands lald ocut for the
settlers, and to administer the Government generally,
They arrived in the ship "Kent" at New Castle on the
- Delaware 16th of 6 mos 1677 and landed the 230
passengers at Raccoon Creek (Gloucester County, HNew
Jersey) before proceeding further to the site of
- Burlington, (b)

Daniel Wills, one of the three grantees
abovesald, having arrived in 1677 ,had 500 acres of
his share of land laid out on the north bank of
Rancocas Creek alias Northampiton River (which latter
name was evidently derived from that of his formewr

~ home in England) between the estates of Thomas Crecn
(John Paine, Atiy.) on the west and Thomas 0llive
~on the east, (¢} the survey being dated 21 December
, 1681, e vas accordingly the first settler, or one
‘l) of the first, in that part of Northampton Township
S which in 1850 was set off as Westhampton, It is
sald that he went to the Island of Darbadoes 1ln cone-
nection with the estate of his brother William
¥ills, deceased, that he died 26 March 1698 and that
he was buried ih Friends cemetery there.(d) He was
one of the most iInfluential men in the early history
of Burlington County, a signer of the "Concessions
and Agreements!" of the Proprietors 1876, and for many
years a member of the Council of the Governor of West
Now Jerseye

(b) Smith, History of New Jersey, publ, 1765, reprint
1877, pp. 92-93

(¢} BSee diagram of lands on Rencocas (Creek, as laid
out in 1680-1690, opp. p. 510 in ¥Woodward and
Fageman's History of Burlington and Mercer
Counties (1883)

(d) Woodward and Lhageman, History of Burlington and
Mercer Counties, W.J. (1883) pp. 504~505, a pedigree
of Wills compiled from records of Socmuel Wills
(1765-1852)
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However, the wlll of Danicecl Wills,
the progenltor, dated 285 Harch 15698, describes
- him as of Forthsmpton, Burlington County, Few
Jersey, 60 years of age, devises hils estate to
‘his children, Jsmes, Daniel, John, Mary and Ann,
and asppoints son John as sole executor, It was
proved 30 larch 1700, nearly two years after
testator's death, The Inventory of lis estate,
dated 8 October 1698, Includes a let in High 3t.,
burlington, valued at 125 Pounds; a plantation on
Northampton River, at 200 pds.: obther real estate
85 Pds., and personal property at 417 Pds.(e) The
children of Daniel Wills, 21l but the youngest
having Deen born in England, were James 1655,
Danilel 16568, John 1660, of whom furtier, 3amuel
1667, Mary 1677 (who married Thomas 0live 1691},
Jogeph 1673, Elizmabeth 1675, and Ann 1677,(4)

John® Wills born in Horthampton,
Engl and, 9 July 1660, ecvidently came with hils
father Daniel Wills abovesald In 1677 to West
ew Jersey. Uy deed of 20 March 1697/8, the
latter; as Danlcl Wills gentleman,conveyed to his
son dohn Wills yeoman, a 407 acre” tract on the
south bank of flencocus freek, belween the lands
of William Allen on the southeast and widow Hlton
on the southwest., D17 the will of his Tather, c¢ited
above, John Wills received seme 625 acres at the
forlts of the Rancoeus Creelk vwhich. testator hed
received in the nartition by deed of G Ccltober 16093
of the land purchaszod by hilr, William Tiddle, cond
Thomas Ollive in 1677 from William Penn et al, as
aboveszid, beinz one cuarter thereof(f), and which
ineluded the homestead, Jdohn ¥ills thus bhecame
master, snd eintinuved residence in the house( whiek

{e) NeJ. Arelives, Vols 23, D 51% (Abstract of
Wills)

(£) ¥eJ. Archives, V0le. 215 pe 442 (Abstract of
)
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evidently he altered or enlarged, about 1700,

{as ses vhotograph of door hardware hearing his

‘initials)e whlch,has since been rebulilt and
incorporated in the house of 17886 here surveyed,
John Wills was one of the Proprietors of Ueut

Hew Jersey 1712-1721, and a member of the Covernorts
Council, He died 17 ¥ebruary 1746,

By his will of 17th of © mo, (Nov,.) 1745,
proved 26 ”ebruary 1746, John Wills of Northampton
Twpes Burlington 00unty "being in the 86th year®
of his age, devised to his son Danlel the tract of
land vhere he lives, "whieh I had of my Father
Daniel Wills" on Burlington Road and adjolning
Thomas Green (veing the homestead farm here considered),
to nig wife Klilzebeth the use of a wcom in the said
house during her widowhood, to his son Jemes =znd wife
Sarah and sons the ferry flat on tThe Arsncocas, and
other beguests t son John, Lo tlhie children of daughter
Hope, wife of Freedom Lipnincott, to daughters Elizabeth
wifc of Bamuel Lippnincotd, and Anne wife of Jonatien
Ladd, and %to the cnﬁlcren of daughter Zlebecce wife of
William Tomlinson.(g)

By hig first wife Hope Delafcosse, whonm he
had married at Curlington leeting louze on 26th of
10 o, 1084(h) Jormn ¥ills tad lssue, John 1634 who
died before 1703, Hope 1687, Danlel 1839, of whom
further, and oy her or »y a second wife had Jane
1692, who married Sanusl Ives, Jamces 1604, Zlizsbeth
1897, and Ann 1699, and by « third wife Elizabeth
Frambton whom he marricd in 1701; be had Sarah 1701,
John 2nd 1703, and Rebecca 1705, (d)

() ¥,J. Archives, Vol. 30, p. 535 (Abztract of Wills)

s}

(h) Hinshaw, ZIncvyclopedia of American cualier Gencalogy,
Vol, 2 (1938}, records of Burlinston llo. Mbg.

ale
Exs

Showm on detail drawings 2lso.¥ for John Wills and
wifo Hope who were married I ¥ 1882, SKe was
deceaged by 1701; hence thls hardware on a door
found discarded in a2n outbullding ls evidence of the
original house built bebween those two dates.
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Daniel® Wills, born In %the homestead
on Rancocasg Creek, in Northampiton Twp., 1689,
oldest son and devisee eghovesald, succceded his
father therein accordingly. By his wife Elizabeth
Wooleton, daughter of John, whom he had married at
Springfield Keeting House on 13th of 8 mo, 1714,
and who died 26th of ¢ mo, 1754 zged 80, he had
issue: Joseph 1715, Hope 1721 wife of Benjamin
Lippincott, Mary 1823 wife of William Buzby; Damiel
17254 Hannah 1728 wife of Calcb Liprincott,; John
and Jonathan (twins) 1730, Azron 1734, of whom
further, =and ¥osecs 1737,(4)

By his will of 2% Novenmber 1760, proved
O December nexbt, this Daniel® Wills of ¥eorthampton
Twpey made bequests to hils eldest son Daniel, to
hic sons Aaron and MHoses, to his daughters Mory
widow of William Buzby, Hope wife of Benjfamin
Iippincott, and Hannah wife of Caleb Lippincott,
and ordered his lands to be scld by the executors.(l}

By a deed of 17 November 1770, Daniel4
%ills (the eldest son of Danileld Wills avovesaid)
of Northampbton Twp., conveyed to Asron? Wills (his
brother} for 1000 Pounds 300 acres there, the
ancestral homestead, reciting that John Wills by
his will 17 Sept. 1745 devised unto his grandson
Daniel Wills (the grantor) "the part of that tract
of land which he the same John Wills had from his
father and on which same Jomn then lived", deserib-
ing it ad beginning at a post by Rancocas (Creek, a
corner to Asher Woolman's land, thence along his
line North 20 degrees East 72,50 chalins to a post
corner to land devised to John ¥llls, thence by the
same North 58 degrees 30 minutes West 30,40 chelns
o a »nost in the line of lloses Wllls, thence by his
line Zouth 21 degrees 30 minutes West 82,30 chalns
to & post by Rancocas Creek, thence up the creek
to the beginning post, "together with 211 and
singular the houses, edifices, buildings", etec.
(Recorded in West New Jersey Deed Bk, A=E, D. 163)

(i) N-t J e AZ‘C}‘;'.?.'\TGS, VOl‘ 52, De 360 (Abstr’a(}t of
Wills) o
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Aaron? %1113, the grantee abovesaid,

a younger son of Daniel® Wills, then took pogges—
sion, moving there from his plantation acrogs the
road in Willingborough Twp.s and died 29th of 4th
mno, 1805 aged 72 years. 2y hls wife Rachel,
daughter of Henry Warrington of hoorestown, Aaron
Wills had issue: Josoph b. 8=16-1761 vho d, 2~7-1846,
end Samel b, &-7-1765, of whom Further,{d and h)
The initials pWn over the rigures 1786 built into
the brickwork of “he west gable end of the house
here considered ame obviously thosgse of this Aaron
Willls and his wife Rachel for whom this old home~
stead of his grandfather John? Wills was rebuilt
in that year.

By PlS wlll of 22 July 1000, Aaron? Wills
abovenamed of Northampton devised "unto my son
Samuel Wills all that tract of land and plantation
whereon he and myself aow dwell, with the appurtenances
thereunte helonging, which I wurchased of my brether
Daniel Wills, containing 200 acres meore or less,
bounded on the south by Hencocas C.oeek, on the east
by Samuel Haines! land, on the north by land late of
Thomas Elton, on the west by Moses Wills, part of
which sgaid ftrect I having conveyed to my son Samuel
by deed®, (Burlington Couqty Hill Bk, 4L pe 70)

Semueld Wills, younger son and devisce
ahovenaned, born 7th of 6 mo. 1785, thus succeeded
hig father In the ancestral homecstead as enlarged
by the latter,died there 20th of © mo, 1852 aged
88 years and wos burled(h) in Roncoecas Friends
burying ground nocrthwest of the house, "He was a
ouiet and unostentatious man, of gZood mind, and
an active member of Friends Soclety at Rancocas and
the tonthly Yeeting of Durlington, much interested
in gatrering historical data, Indian relics, and
zenealoglieal facts regarding his nacestors”.(d)
By his wife CGrace Nogers (who died 15tn of ¢ mo, 1825)
daughter of Willlam and Gracc (Allen) Rogers of Eveshom
Twpe s ne niad lssue; Aarvon b. 6-1—1791, Hannah b, 1794,
Ann b, 1796, wife of George Willizsms of Penno., and
Danlel be 26=6-1003, of furthcr,.(h)}

In kis will of 14 Februa ry 1251, proved 11
Octoher 1852, Sernuel WLllls of Northamplon ”Up.,
sbhovesaid, dovised to "my son Daniel ¥ills 21l the
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remainder on the south end of my farm or
plantatlon, situated in the Township of Worthe-
ampton, being part of the same ferm which I

- pecame possessed of by the last wlll and testa-

ment of wy father Danicl Wills, containing 117
acres, o rods, 15 perches", and to his son Aaron
the upper or north part of the farm,(3urlington
Coe Will Bke Ha pe 67)

Dan1816 Wills, son and deviszee above-
named, btorn 26 of 6 mo, 1803 in the homestead
(here considered) died elsewhere In HNorthampton
Twpes 20th of 7 mo. 1878, having allowed his son
Willisam R. Wills to ceccupy ite “He was a Tarmer,
member of the Z2oard of Frecholders for many years,
a founder of the Burlingten County Agricultural
Society, active in politics, and a member of Rancccas
Heeting of ¥Friends, By his wife Susasnna Hichardson,
whom he mavrrled 23 October 1828, and who died 3rd of
6 mo. 1861 aged 57 years, cdaughter of Joseph and
Rebecca Hichardson of Bucks County, Fenna,, Daniel
Wills had issue: Ann be 10=3~1830 wife of Joseph
#e Lippincott of Moorestown, William I, of whom
fufthor, Elizabeth Re bs 20-12-1835, wife of Ceorge
De Hilyard of Hew York City, Susanna d. 31-3-1838,
Clavton e be 21-10-1839, of Philadelphis, Ceorge
Ve d. 2781844 aged 16 rmos.; and Hennah Ce be 14=-12-
1846+ (¢ and h)

By his will of 16 NOVember 1871, proved
5 August 1878, thig DanielS Wills of Northampton
Twp.d, devised Lo "my son W111liam Re Wills 2ll my
farm where he now resides, situated iIn the Township
of Westhampton¥, 1f he shall elect to teke the
gtMeassess Ot a fail valuation", Within three months,
the son ¥illiam N, Wills clected zo to tclie the
homestead furm, agreeing with his brothiers and sisters,
Anna ¥, Lipnincott, Clayton N, Wills, Fenrah €. Wills,
and Elizabeth He Hilyard, to o valuation of $9,200.
Accordingly, the latiter named helrs of Denicl Wills
confirmed uno farm to their brother by deed of 27
December 1879, in which the screage 1s stated as 92,62,

#The house surveyed is In that part of Northampton
Twpe sel off as Westhampton in 1850,
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' Jllllam,ﬁ. Wills of Westhampbon Twhe, -
born 5th of 10 mo, 1831, older son and devisee
abovenamed, lived in the house at the date of his
father'!s will devising it to him as stated. In
his will of & Hovember 1887, he authorized his
executors to sell any part or all of his real
estate, Accordingly, the latter conveyed to Amos
Givbs of ¥t. Holly, in same County, by thelr
doed of 26 March 1888, his said $2,62 acrc home-
stead farm (here considered) in Westhampton Town~
shipe

Gibbe and wife Loulsa 38, of Mt, Holly,
conveyed 80 acres thereof to Frank M, Fox of
Philadelphia by thelr deed of 24 September 1898,
and he with wife anna V., belng still of Philadelphis
passed it to Samuel L, Valker of the same city on
29 December next, By deed of 8 September 1004,
William H, Wellzter and others, of Westhampton TWpes
administrators of said Samuel L, Walker, conveyed
the same 85 acre farm to Catherine Coumbe of
Iumberton Township, wife of Robert E. Counbe, and
she evidently occupied the sarme when as a widow
uh@ conveyed it Ly her deed of 22 may 1930 to
We Ja Boyd of kesonville, Boyd and wife paassed
it to Alfred 3Zauman of Fhiladelphia on 25 HNovember
1822, and he removing thereon prassed 1t in turn
to Prank MeIlvalne of Ldgewater Perk Townshkip by
deed of 31 July 1937, whilch grantee remains the
ovner and oceupant at the tlne of our survey of
the house in 1940, 1In the deed of 28 liarch 1888,
2s 1In those subzeguent, the bounds of the Tarm
are described as beglnning at a stalke standing
in the road le=ding from Centreton tc Hancocas,
in the line cof Tundy's “znd ant at the end of the
lane leading to the house on sald feim, and 10,44
chains distant from the center of the nerth abut-
ment of the Centreton Iridze over Hancocas Creek
cand mns thence northeast along the road (but
around the small plot of the Trlends Durying
Ground thereon)}, which rcad divides Willinsboro

e

Township from Yesthampton, a tobal of some 2125
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feet, Lo Joseph Borton's land, thence southeast
some 1755 feet, thence southwest to Rancocas
Creek, and thence dorm the same to the place of
beglnaing, containing 82 acres.
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